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a-moral and whether he grows into a good citizen, acting
as he would have others act, depends on his early training.
Teachers have here a great responsibility, especially if
their pupils come from homes where little help is given
them; homes, for example, where the father either as
cat burglar, purveyor of useless nostrums or an anti-social
employer, preys on society. Children from such homes
possibly have in school their only chance of learning to
give as well as take, to appreciate the need of careful work
and the value of necessary drudgery, to find pleasure in
the active pursuit of knowledge and art. Here can they
learn of the beauty of peace, the stirring adventure that
the search for knowledge entails, the delight of discovery.
And here they should be living in peace and amity with
their own generation, helping each other and their elders,
sharing their pleasures, learning to take criticism and profit
by it and to give criticism humanely ; learning, in fact, to
live and let live.
I do not want to imply that the schools unaided can
make of England's green and pleasant land a New Jeru-
salem. The community that houses its people unsatis-
factorily, lets millions stand idle, leaves children in wretched
school buildings and with insufficient teaching staff, often
not suitably equipped for their work, are equally, if not
more, at fault. But it is useless for teachers to leave it
for the community and for the community to say ' What
are the schools doing ?' when some newspaper or other
cries havoc over juvenile delinquency. Those of us who
have watched the steady improvement during the last
twenty years in any neighbourhood know how much the
schools have done and are unceasingly doing to improve
the physique and character of the nation's children. But
more still remains to be done; the people who think
another man's children do not need the same care as their
own have aJl spent the most plastic years of their lives at
school; so too have the men who get money under false

